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EMAS Canada: Forging Ahead by God’s Grace
MELONY TEAGUE

In 1948, a group of doctors heard that 
Toronto’s Hospital for Sick Children was to 
construct a new building with new equipment, 

so they asked that medical equipment from the 
old hospital be sent to hospitals around the world 
with insufficient resources. These local doctors 
formed EMAS Canada to oversee the distribution 
of warehouses full of donated medical equipment.
EMAS Canada’s mandate has grown from 
equipment distribution to short-term medical 
mission trips and healthcare training, but the 
responsiveness to opportunities, a willingness 
to serve, and the underlying motivation to share 
God’s love with others remains constant.

Over 70 years later, EMAS Canada has moved 
ahead in 2022 to fortify its vision and mission. 
In the ever-changing landscape of medical 
missions, our teams are still reaching out to the 
under served and equipping local leaders.

For two decades, the EMAS Ecuador team, led 
by Dr. Thomas Greidanus, and has been changing 
lives in Ecuador. The team are eager to travel 
again in 2023 and serve the people of Ecuador by 
providing life-changing knee and hip replacement 
surgeries. However, the latest challenge that has 
emerged is global supply chain issues for the 
prosthesis needed for the surgeries. 

Our Gambade Team are grateful for supporters 
of the Gambade Medical Clinic. The pandemic 
presented many challenges for the team, 
especially for the people of Haiti. However, the 
team have not sat idle. Behind the scenes, they 

prepare to hire staff as soon as they can safely 
travel and work in Haiti. Clinic construction is 
complete and the team are sending support for 
their health agent in Haiti who delivers health 
education and awareness to people in the 
surrounding region of Gambade. The Starfish 
Project is in development, which will work with 
the Clinic to provide nutrition to undernourished 
children. The aim is to begin staffing and operating 
the clinic as soon as possible. 

Our Hand in Hand with Haiti Team, continue to 
support the El Shaddai Community by providing 
funds for the nutrition program, thereby helping 
those who have lost their jobs. The Urban 
Gardening Project produces enough to offset the 
rising costs of living. 

China South team have concentrated their 
efforts in serving with the Cambodia Team 
through online teaching of nurses and healthcare 
students. The team hopes to expand the 
curriculum they are able to offer. Teachers are 
preparing to go to Cambodia, but on a smaller 
scale than before; no more than five university 
level trainers and mentors are planning to travel 
in February 2023.

The EMAS Vietnam team is actively recruiting 
for the next mission in Jan 2023.

The Democratic Republic of Congo team, led 
by Dr. Nancy and Philip Wood had a fruitful trip 
to Bunia in the Democratic Republic of Congo in 
January 2022. The EMAS Canada DR CONGO 
Scholarship Fund helps medical students in DR 

Congo pay their tuition and living expenses.1 Dr. 
Nancy said, “The students we support through 
EMAS Canada are particularly thankful for this 
opportunity to study and prepare for a career.” 
The Woods plan on another teaching mission this 
winter. 

China East team have a new leader, Dr. J. 
Tham, who has been transitioning into the role 
through the mentorship of the previous team 
leader, Dr. P. Haung. The team’s focus is on 
teaching and providing mental health conferences 
to equip local healthcare professionals. 

In April 2022, the China West Team participated 
in online sharing fueled by their concern for the 
wellbeing of seniors. 

The situation in Myanmar has deteriorated 
considerably. The Myanmar Team support a local 
missionary. To protect their safety, specific or 
sensitive missionary information is omitted here, 
but the threat and struggle for survival of the local 
people is very real. Countless families have been 
forced to leave their homes to take refuge in the 
jungle and in internally displaced people camps. 
Demand for food and medicine is high. 

For immediate response, funds are being 
raised for Emergency Medical Services Training 
for volunteers. This online training, in the 
local language and according to international 
guidelines, provides volunteers, recruited from 

1 You can find testimonies from three of the medical 
students on the EMAS Canada YouTube Channel.  
https://youtu.be/dUwCGFKJKFQ
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various not-for-profit organizations through our 
local connections, skills to better provide care. The 
training covers First Aid & CPR, transportation, 
emergency care for victims of warfare injuries, and 
common acute tropical diseases. Each volunteer 
is in need of a backpack containing essential 
equipment in order to meet EMS standards.

Burkina Faso and Zimbabwe Gutu are 
exploring the feasibility for capital intense projects 
of a magnitude never seen in EMAS Canada 
history. These are long-term projects with one 
aiming to serve 250,000 people through maternal 
health education and service. 

EMAS Canada can best serve the people in 
the district of Gutu this year by hosting a Medical 
Conference, tentatively planned for October 
2022 in Masvingo Town. The aim is to learn from 
local healthcare professionals while providing 
continuing medical education and a retreat. This 
event will benefit Gutu district healthcare workers 
and midwives and give EMAS Canada a better 
understanding of the needs in rural Zimbabwe. 

The Zimbabwe, Karanda team, led by Dr. Ajit 
Vargis hosted a three-course dinner this summer 
to raise funds to support the dental services and 
provide income-generating projects for local 
pastors. The team also provides theological 

training for Zimbabwean pastors in Mt. Darwin 
district.
 Since March 2020, EMAS Canada’s multi-
disciplinary teams made up of volunteers, 
prayerfully sought wisdom on how best to pivot 
and adapt to new obstacles and challenges 
faced. Being open to unique and sometimes 
unfamiliar opportunities for service was critical for 
survival—even if it meant doing things differently. 

EMAS Canada’s Executive Director, Dr. Peter 
Agwa, took the opportunity of doing to develop 
his cycling skills while not being able to travel 
with teams during the pandemic. He and five 
other cyclists have been training to ride from 
Burlington to Ottawa, which is over 500 kms to 
raise funds for the Gutu Mission Hospital project. 
This epic event named the Ride For Gutu Mission 
Hospital (September 12 – 16th, 2022) will help 
to raise funds and create awareness of the need 
to support Gutu Mission Hospital in its efforts 
to reduce maternal mortality in Gutu District. 
In addition to the larger vision of improving the 
facilities and resources at the hospital, EMAS 
Canada’s aim is to invest in the skills of the 
district health workers for managing obstetric and 
neonatal emergencies.

For two years, while most EMAS Canada teams 

did not travel, they persevered. They remained in 
prayer, keeping their donors engaged by writing 
letters, making calls and keeping overseas 
partners encouraged and supported. 

EMAS Canada’s core function is “proclaiming 
God’s love to all the world through healing 
and teaching”, the conviction that this was still 
necessary, kept EMAS Canada collectively 
focused when faced with circumstances beyond 
our control. 

As Dr. Agwa stated in a recent blog post: “Two-
years in God’s waiting room pales in comparison 
to the forty years Moses “waited” in transit to the 
borders of the Promised Land, not to mention the 
forty years as a shepherd in Midian. We know 
God’s program will continue.”2

EMAS Canada’s foundations remain strong 
and keeping our Lord as the master architect in 
charge of all that is to be done. It is only by His 
Grace and supporter’s compassion that EMAS 
Canada continues to be relevant and make a 
difference for His Kingdom. f

2 Agwa, P. (n.d.). Why We Never Give Up [web log]. 
Retrieved from https://www.emascanada.org/why-we-
never-give-up/.

Ride for Gutu Mission Hospital

Want to lend your support for EMAS 
Canada’s Ride for Gutu Mission 
Hospital? It’s not too late to get 

involved!
The last leg of the ride leaves from the home 

of John and Sally Patrick on the morning of 
September 16th, 2022. CMDA Canada cyclists 
are welcome along the route for a cup of water 
or brief ride alongside for encouragement. 
People can join at any point, but preferably for  

25 km or more. Reach out to EMAS Canada staff 
Melony at melony@emascanada.org for more 
information. Route information can be found 
online at ridewithgps.com/routes/39996207 f
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